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This day of prayer falls within the season of Advent, when Christians enter into the experience of longing: longing for Truth,
for Freedom, for Peace, for Love…for the experience of all that
gives meaning to human life. We pray with Mary and Joseph
and their Child seeking shelter in a violent land during violent
times. We pray especially for all child migrants who are most
vulnerable and voiceless.
Prelude: Instrumental of “Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring.” There is a piano
version which can be found on You Tube.
Opening Prayer
All: Emmanuel, come, save your people.
How long the path which leads to you!
Lord, come to meet us,
Be our way.
How heavy the burden of our misery!
Lord, come to meet us,
Be our rest.
How darkly hard the journey to our star!
Lord, come to meet us,
be our sunlight.
How lonely do we wander,
Stumbling together in the darkness!
Lord, come to meet us,
be our brother.
			

-Lucien Deiss, “How Long the Way!” Come, Lord Jesus

Reader I
“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole
world should be enrolled…So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town.
And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea,
to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child.” (Lk. 2:1,2-5)

Reader II
…I feel compelled to draw attention to the reality of child migrants…
Children are the first among those to pay the heavy toll of emigration,

almost always caused by violence, poverty, environmental conditions,
as well as the negative aspects of globalization…
Childhood, given its fragile nature, has unique and inalienable needs.
Above all else, there is the right to a healthy and secure family environment, where a child can grow under the guidance and example of a father and a mother; then there is the right and duty to receive adequate education, primarily in the family and also in school, where children
can grow as persons and agents of their own future and the future of
their respective countries…All children, furthermore, have the right
to recreation; in a word, they have the right to be children. (from the
Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the World Day of Migrants
and Refugees 2017)
Take a few moments to quietly remember a carefree, playful
time in your own childhood. Might there be a way that you
can provide this for a child at risk?
All: Emmanuel, come, save your people.
Reader I
“…the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise,
take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you.
Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.” Joseph rose and
took the child and departed for Egypt.” (Mt. 2: 13-14)

Reader III
And yet among migrants, children constitute the most vulnerable
group, because as they face the life ahead of them, they are invisible
and voiceless: their precarious situation deprives them of documentation, hiding them from the world’s eyes; the absence of adults to
accompany them prevents their voice from being raised and heard. In
this way, migrant children easily end up at the lowest levels of human
degradation, where illegality and violence destroy the future of too
many innocents, while the network of child abuse is difficult to break
up. How should we respond to this reality?
Allow a few minutes of silence to ponder this question, then
pray…

All: Emmanuel, come, give us courage to act, as did Joseph, on behalf
of your children.

Reader I
A voice was heard in Ramah,
sobbing and loud lamentation;
Rachel weeping for her children,
And she would not be consoled,
Since they were no more. (Mt. 2:18)

Reader III
…We need to become aware that the phenomenon of migration is not unrelated to salvation history, but rather a part of that history. One of God’s
commandments is connected to it: “ You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him or her, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt”…This phenomenon constitutes a sign of the times, a sign which speaks of the providential work of God in history and in the human community, with a view to universal communion….the Church encourages us to recognize God’s plan. She
invites us to do this precisely amidst this phenomenon, with the certainty
that no one is a stranger in the Christian community…Each person is precious; persons are more important than things, and the worth of an institution is measured by the way it treats the life and dignity of human beings,
particularly when they are vulnerable, as in the case of child migrants.
Allow a few moments of silence to reflect on how you see this
phenomenon of migration as part of our salvation history? Do
you see God’s presence in any aspect of this? Where? How is
God laboring among us, with us?
All: Emmanuel, come, enable us to see and to respond to the precious
lives in our midst.
In Every Age*
Verse 1
Long before the mountains came to be
and the land and sea and stars of the night,
through the endless seasons of all time,
you have always been, you will always be.
Refrain
In ev’ry age, O God, you have been our refuge.
In ev’ry age, O God, you have been our hope.
Verse 2
Destiny is cast, and at your silent word
we return to dust and scatter to the wind.
A thousand years are like a single moment gone,
as the light that fades at the end of day.

Refrain
Verse 3
Teach us to make use of the time we have.
Teach us to be patient even as we wait.
Teach us to embrace our ev’ry joy and pain.
To sleep peacefully, and to rise up strong.
Refrain
You have been our refuge
You have been our hope.
				

© Janet Sullivan Whitaker 1988, 1999.

* This song is available on You Tube

Concluding Litany:

For all who give you a face,
Lord Jesus,
by spreading your love in the world,
we praise you.

For all who give you hands,
Lord Jesus,
by doing their best toward their brothers and sisters,
we praise you.
For all who give you a mouth,
Lord Jesus,
by defending the weak and the oppressed,
we praise you.

For all who give you eyes,
Lord Jesus,
by seeing every bit of love
in the heart of man and woman,
we praise you.

For all who give you a heart,
Lord Jesus,
by preferring the poor to the rich,
the weak to the strong,
we praise you.
For all who give to your poverty,
Lord Jesus,
the look of hope for the Kingdom,
we praise you.

For all who give you a home,
Lord Jesus,
a safe shelter in which to grow in wisdom, age and grace,
we praise you.
For all who reveal you
simply by what they are,
Lord Jesus,
Because they reflect your beauty in their lives,
We praise you.
Leader: God our Creator,
You who are the God of a thousand faces,
Yet whom nothing can reveal completely
except the child of Bethlehem,
we pray to you:
All:

Continue in our lives the history of salvation.
Let Jesus become flesh in us
so that we may be for all our brothers and sisters
the revelation of your love.

			

- adapted from Lucien Deiss, Come Lord Jesus

For continued reflection and action:

•

Read the entire Message of Pope Francis For The World Day
of Migrants and Refugees 2017 (available online).

•

Give your voice to the plight of refugees in our country. Be
clear with your senators and representatives about their
rights as human persons.
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